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In this two-day Yale Symposium, we will bring 
together a faculty of internationally recognized 
experts to discuss risk mitigation for rheumatic 
disease patients. We will also consider the 
needs of special populations such as 
underserved, pregnant, and peri-operative 
patients and the role of vaccination.   
 
RSVP & DETAILS: 
yale.cloud-cme.com/rheumatologysymposium2023 
 
CONTACT:  
Farrah Nettleton | cme@yale.edu  

AGENDA OVERVIEW 
 
 
Start and End Times 
Fri, 12:00 PM–4:40 PM EST 
Sat, 7:30 AM–1:30 PM EST 
 
Check-in (In-Person):  
Fri, 12:00 PM—12:30 PM 
Sat, 7:00 AM—7:30 AM 
 
 
Dinner & Music (In-Person) 
Friday, 5:30 PM—8:30 PM 
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SYMPOSIUM DIRECTORS & SPEAKERS 
 
COURSE DIRECTOR 
Robert Schoen MD, MBA 
Clinical Professor of Rheumatology 
Yale School of Medicine 
 
COURSE CO-DIRECTORS     
Richard Bucala MD, PhD  
Chief, Rheumatology, Allergy & Immunology 
Waldemar Von Zedtwitz  
Professor of Medicine, Pathology, and 
Epidemiology & Public Health 
Yale University 
Rheumatologist-in-Chief, Yale New Haven Health  
 

Vaidehi Chowdhary, MBBS, MD, DM 
Clinical Chief, Rheumatology, Allergy, & 
Immunology 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
Yale School of Medicine 
 

 

GUEST SPEAKERS 
Gerd-Rudiger Burmester, MD  
Professor of Medicine 
Department of Rheumatology and Clinical 
Immunology, Charité University Hospital, 
Berlin, Germany  

 
Stanley B. Cohen, MD 
Clinical Professor of Medicine 
University of Texas Southwestern  
Medical School 
San Antonio, TX 
 
Jeffrey R. Curtis, MD, MS, MPH  
Professor of Medicine,  
University of Alabama Medicine 
Birmingham, AL 
  
Michael S. Garshick, MD  
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
NYU Grossman School of Medicine 
New York, NY 
 
Susan M. Goodman, MD 
Professor of Clinical Medicine 
Weill Cornell Medicine 
New York, NY 
  
Camille N. Kotton, MD 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
Harvard Medical School 
Boston, MA 
  
 
 

W. Joseph McCune, MD 
Michael H and Marcia S Klein  
Professor of Rheumatic Diseases 
University of Michigan 
Arbor, MI 
 
Barbara E. Ostrov, MD 
Endowed Professor and Chair, Department 
of Pediatrics 
Albany Medical College 
Albany, NY 
  
Michael H. Pillinger, MD 
Professor of Medicine 
NYU Grossman School of Medicine 
New York, NY 
 
Lisa Selvaggio, MD 
Professor of Clinical Medicine 
Weill Cornell Medicine 
New York, NY 
  
Ami Shah, MD, MHS 
Director, Division of Rheumatology 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
Johns Hopkins University  
School of Medicine 
Baltimore, MD 
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Jasvinder A. Singh, MD, MPH 
Professor of Medicine and Epidemiology 
UAB Medicine 
Birmingham, AL 
  

Daniel H. Solomon, MD, MPH 
Chief, Section of Clinical Sciences, Division of 
Rheumatology, Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital, Professor of Medicine, Harvard 
Medical School, Boston, MA 

 
 
YALE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE FACULTY
Marwan M. Azar, MD  
Assistant Professor of Medicine and 
Laboratory Medicine, Yale School of 
Medicine 
 
David T. Felson, MD, MPH 
Evans Distinguished Professor of Medicine 
and Epidemiology,  
Boston University School of Medicine,  
Adjunct Professor of Medicine, Section of 
Rheumatology, Allergy, & Immunology 

  Yale School of Medicine 

Lisa Suter, MD 
Professor of Medicine 
Section of Rheumatology, Allergy, & 
Immunology, Yale School of Medicine 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
AGENDA   
 
Friday, April 28th | 11:30 PM – 4:40 PM EST 
 
 
12:00 PM  Check-In and Exhibitors  
 
12:30 PM  Welcome and Introductions: Richard Bucala MD, PhD 
 
 
Session I | Infections in Rheumatology: Vaccines and COVID 
Moderator: Robert T. Schoen, MD, MBA 
 
12:40 PM Preventive Immunizations in Rheumatic Disease Patients 

Camille N. Kotton, MD 
 
12:55 PM Vaccines and Biologics 

Barbara E. Ostrov, MD 
 

1:20 PM The Clinical Manifestations, Prevention, and Treatment of COVID Infection in 
Rheumatology Patients  
Marwan M. Azar, MD  

 
1:45 PM Panel Q&A 
 
2:00 PM Refreshment Break and Exhibitor Session 
 
 



 

Session II | Biological Therapies and Jak inhibitors 
Moderator: Vaidehi Chowdhary, MBBS, MD, DM 
 
2:20 PM Does Biologic Therapy Increase the Risk of Lymphoma and Other Malignancies in 

Rheumatoid Arthritis? 
Gerd-Rudiger Burmester, MD 

 
2:45 PM Assessment of Infection Risk in Rheumatic Disease Patients Treated with Biologic 

Therapy 
Jasvinder A Singh, MD 

 
3:10 PM Safety of Jak Inhibitors  

Stanley B. Cohen MD 
 
3:35 PM  Perioperative Management of Immunosuppression in Patients with Rheumatoid 

Arthritis 
Susan M. Goodman, MD 

 
4:00 PM Checkpoint Inhibitors: Musculoskeletal Manifestations and Treatment 

Ami Shah, MD, MHS 
 
4:25 PM Panel Q&A 
 
4:40 PM  Closing Remarks 
 
 

********************************************************************************** 
 
5:30-8:30 PM Dinner and Music 
 
 

THE HAVENWOOD QUARTET 
 

 
 

FRIDAY EVENING DINNER & CONCERT 
 
 

********************************************************************************** 



 

Saturday, April 29th | 7:00 AM - 1:30 PM EST 
 
7:00 AM Check-In 
 
7:30 AM Exhibitors 
 
8:00 AM  Opening Remarks 

Robert T. Schoen, MD, MBA 
 

Session III | Risk Assessment and Special Populations 
Moderator: Richard Bucala, MD, PhD 
 
8:10 AM Strategies for Risk Assessment, Outcomes Measurement, and the Quality of Evidence 

Jeffrey R. Curtis, MD, MS, MPH  
 
8:35 AM Genetic and Socioeconomic Risk Disparities in Rheumatic Disease Treatment 

Lisa Suter, MD  
 
9:00 AM Management of Rheumatic Disease in Pregnancy 

Lisa Selvaggio, MD 
 

9:25 AM Panel Q&A 
 
9:50 AM Refreshment Break and Exhibitor Session 

 
Session IV | Small Molecule Therapies, Cardiovascular Risk and Glucocorticoid Therapy 
Moderator: Vaidehi Chowdhary, MBBS, MD, DM 
 
10:10 AM Risk in the Treatment of Osteoarthritis 

David T. Felson, MD, MPH 
 
10:35 AM Hydroxychloroquine Toxicity 

W. Joseph McCune, MD 
 
11:00 AM  Methotrexate Risk in Rheumatology 

Daniel H. Solomon, MD, MPH  
 
11:25 AM Mitigating Cardiovascular Risk in Rheumatic Diseases 

Michael S. Garshick, MD  
 
11:50 AM Mitigating Glucocorticoid Toxicity  
 
12:15 PM Benefit and risk in the Treatment of Gout 

Michael H. Pillinger, MD  
 
12:50 PM  Panel Q&A 
 
1:30 PM  Closing Remarks 

Robert T. Schoen, MD, MBA  
 



 

VENUE INFORMATION 
 

 
 

  
 
We are honored to host this year’s Rheumatology Symposium at the Maurice R. Greenberg Conference 
Center. Located at 391 Prospect Street, just to the south of Betts House and steps from New Haven’s 
vibrant downtown, the Greenberg conference center is right at the heart of Yale University. 
 
The structure, designed by the firm of Robert A. M. Stern, former Dean of the Yale School of 
Architecture, is in a traditional style to complement the Betts House. As a “green” building, the Center’s 
design, construction, and operations conform to benchmarks set by the U.S. Green Building Council 
and is LEED Gold certified. 
 
Lectures will be held in the Greenberg’s amphitheater. Friday evening’s dinner will take place in the 
Greenberg Dining Room. Designed with cutting-edge technology and intimate spaces, the Center is 
ideal for hybrid programs. Our goal is to provide the best experience to both our virtual and in-person 
attendees. 
 
Free, on-site parking is available to guests. If you have any questions regarding the program, please 
contact us at cme@yale.edu. 
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CME DETAILS 
 
Accreditation Statement 
The Yale School of Medicine is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to 
provide continuing medical education for physicians.  
 
Designation Statement 
The Yale School of Medicine designates this educational activity for a maximum of 8.75 AMA PRA Category 1 
Credits™. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the 
activity. 
 
Disclosure Policy 
It is the policy of Yale School of Medicine, Continuing Medical Education (CME), to ensure balance, 
independence, objectivity, and scientific rigor in all its educational programs. All individuals involved in the 
development and presentation of Accredited Continuing Education activities are required to disclose all financial 
relationship(s) with ineligible companies (those whose primary business is producing, marketing, selling, re-
selling, or distributing healthcare products used by or on patients) that has occurred within the past 24 months; 
and the opportunity to affect the content of CME about the products or services of the commercial interests. This 
information is disclosed to all activity participants prior to the commencement of the educational activity. 
 
Mitigation of Financial Relationships Statement 
Yale CME adheres to the ACCME’s Standards for Integrity and Independence in Accredited Continuing 
Education. Any individuals in a position to control the content of a CE activity, including faculty, planners, 
reviewers or others are required to disclose all relevant financial relationships with ineligible companies. All 
relevant conflicts of interest have been mitigated prior to the commencement of the activity. 
 
Financial Statement 
Yale School of Medicine Department of Internal Medicine, Section of Cardiovascular Medicine, is grateful to its 
supporters. They are acknowledged in all conference materials. 


